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- sliced it down to six
- and then thrashed
“them m;ltil' csml, -

: 2_'b1ke long llst tU a more manag{
still had to get to a winner, accord
* long-standing criteria: fulfilment J
dr:mgn appropriate use of technol
~ of manufacture; and value for mor’
~As always, the criteria proved a b

~ a curse. Designed to create a level ji
- where no bike (or kind of bike) is i
or gains an unfair advantage, the di.
~make picking the ultimate winner a

: Macqu:me. the last 100km af er ﬁark. At least

% e hy JEREMY EDWDLER ~ that left the Oxley for T cool, crisp air of the process bg_l:au‘se.-p'erstmal preferenctf

! photography hy LOU MARTIN - following moming where we took advantage of  behind and, as judges, we really do’
' ! = perfect weather and no traffic to do what we consider each bike on its merits alon
‘ : ; : - had to do. Sometimes you can't help bad luck...  _As always, there was a lot of hes
od, 1 love Bike of the Year. Two - By the way, if you get the chance, head to scratching, a lot of discussion, a li

days, six bikes, five mates, no Walcha and try the top end of Thunderbolts Way. argument and, in the end, a lot of(

email, and surely the best riding Lou Martin reckoned it was the best bit of road with clear margins at the end betw

podium winners and the others. Th

roads NSW has to offer. ~ - in the world, unrolling in seamless tarmac up and




KTM SIJperdURe 993,-" ‘
Breva ihe Suzuki GSX R [

vanety of reasa‘ns
The BMW K 1200 S was Fmally se!ected ﬁbm
the four BMWs we considered this year. Tt has.

been a busy year for BMW and the final choice

came down to the R 1200 ST and the K 12
S. The R 1200 RT and K 1200 R were a;?s'e\or;l'
aur list, but we considered the ST to be more
appropriate according to the criteria than the
more touring-biased model, as was the case
with the 12 S versus the 12 R. In the end, the

: rst glanc‘ei' he Moto Guzzr mlght seem Tike

‘odd mclusion; a fairly basic, air-cooled, low-

jspec, V-twin naked-cum-touring machine, but
~ when you look beneath the skin and take it for
4 decent ride, you soon realise that the Breva is
- like no other Guzzi before it. The bike represents
 a phoenix-like tesurrection for the eagle of

Mandello del Lario, and is such a revolutionary

 step forward that it booked its ticket for the trip
almost the first time we rode it.
* Suzuki's GSX-R1000K57 How could it not be

hst WhEﬂ it came to the crunch hnwcver,,wc ‘ e
'thoughl the Sprint was the- ]Jetter afl-rounder, s
no matter how much fun we could have on the s

Speed Triple, so in it went. 2
Last, but by no means least, was the Yamaha' .
MT-01. Again, by nature of its completely '
different take on the enjoyment of motorcycling,
it was a dead-set starter for BotY. The bike has
created a new market niche, and one that is
going to become very crowded as increasing

Timits on our freedoms restrict our fun and

channel it into other forms. The MT-01 was a
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